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The Shire of Broome and the Broome Chamber of
Commerce & Industry INC. in partnership with all
contributing stakeholders acknowledges the
traditional Country of the Yawuru Peoples and
recognises that these have always been and
continue to be places of cultural, spiritual, social
and economic significance. We wish to pay
respect to their Elders – past, present and
emerging – and acknowledge the important role
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
continue to play within the Broome community.
Yawuru lands and waters cover in and around
Rubibi (the town of Broome) from Bangarangara
to the Yalimban (south) to Wirrjinmirr (Willie
Creek) to the Guniyan (north), and Banu (east)
covering Roebuck Plains and Thangoo pastoral
leases, in the Kimberley region of northern
Western Australia. 

Welcome t o
BROOME
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When people think of
Broome, they paint a
picture of the pristine Cable
Beach, camel rides and
sunsets – but there is so
much more on offer in our
wonderful town and region.

With all these investments, and the private ventures
currently in the pipeline, Broome’s economy has been
bolstered resulting in significant commercial
opportunities.

The Shire works closely in partnership with our land’s
Traditional Owners to ensure any development is
undertaken in a culturally appropriate manner.

We are also lucky to have close working relationships
and strategic partnerships with the Broome Chamber of
Commerce, Australia’s North West Tourism and an array
of Government agencies.

The Shire’s vision is Broome: A Future, for Everyone – I’d
encourage you to reach out to our Shire officers to see
how you can be a part of this exciting journey.

Harold Tracey 
President, Shire of Broome 

Our history, heritage, diversity and geography makes
Broome a unique place – a place full of opportunity.

Invest in Broome will outline some of those opportunities,
as we boast a wide range of growing industries,
ambitious new projects, natural resources and tourism
ventures.

The Shire of Broome has invested heavily in the town’s
infrastructure in recent years, with approximately       
 $54 million spent on redeveloping both our Chinatown
centre and the picturesque Town Beach precinct. 

In the near future, the Cable Beach precinct will be
revitalised to create another fantastic community space.
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Why B ROOME?
Broome is a dynamic, investment-friendly location and a
modern vibrant place to live. Broome boasts a
multicultural population with Koepanger, Malay,
Chinese, Japanese, European and Aboriginal cultures all
blended to create Broome’s captivatingly friendly and
flamboyant character. 

Broome serves as the gateway for tourists to the
Kimberley, including international visitors.  

The Kimberley’s mining resources include gold, nickel,
iron ore, gas and oil fields, rare heavy-earth elements
and world-class diamonds. The region is on the cusp of
considerable change as significant bodies of potash,
mineral sands, rare earths and tight shale are
increasingly identified.  

Strategically located on the southern margins of South
East Asia, the region is well placed to access global
markets as the international demand for clean energy
and rare earth commodities soar.
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Median House Price $610,000 
(up 27.1% from previous year)

(Source: REIWA 19/09/2022)
 

Median Weekly Rent $670.00
 (up 24% from previous year)

PROPERTY

Current population @ 2022: 16,959
(Source: Census 2021)

 
Projected population by 2036: 40,000

 
Multi-cultural population

28% Indigenous | 27% overseas born 
 

Average age: 34
 

49% Male | 51% Female 

POPULATION

At a glance
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GRP: $1.732 billion
 

Regional Export: $1.234 billion
 

Broome generates an estimated 
$3.335 billion in output p.a.

 

LIFESTYLE

Average temperature 
30 degrees C

 
Sporting/Community groups: 45 

 (Source: Development Survey report 2020) 
 

Boat Ownership (2019): 1,685
 

Public Space Events (2021): 443 
(Source: Shire of Broome)

ECONOMY



Compe t i t i ve
ADVANTAGES
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Broome has a fully equipped
International Airport with a
2,400 x 45 metre airstrip
rated to category 4C as well
as the largest heliport in the
Southern Hemisphere.
Broome has up to nine direct
flights to and from Perth
daily as well as connectivity
to Brisbane, Melbourne,
Sydney, Darwin, Karratha and
Kununurra.

Rav 10 rated road
through to the Port, plus
the ongoing investment
in upgrades to the Great
Northern Highway, which
delivers connectivity to
Perth and Darwin.

CONNECTION

The Port of Broome is
the only deep-water
access port servicing the
Kimberley region and is
open to shipping 24/7.
The port supports
offshore oil and gas
operations, l ivestock
export, cruise vessels,
pearling, fishing, charter
boats, and is the main
fuel and container
receival point for the
region.



#1 
of Top-5 locations

 in the 2020 New York
Times global 

“must visit” list

91% 
positive rating as 

a place to live
 (Source: Shire of Broome
Community Scorecard) 

85% 
positive rated for access
to health and community

services

Positive investment
pipeline

92% 
positively rated for

playgrounds, parks and
reserves 

Short commute 
(average 8 minutes 

travel home to work)

Sub-tropical climate

Thriving arts & culture
scene including renowned
events, dance and theatre

Pristine wilderness and
natural environment,
authentic Indigenous
cultural experiences  
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400,000 
Visitors to Broome 

per year 

OVERVIEW



The traditional owners of our land identify six seasons
around the Broome region, these consist of:

Man-Gala
December to March is the wet season. During the rainy
season you will experience magnificent sunsets and
amazing lightning displays as the rain replenishes the
land.

Marrul
During April the rain begins to deplete and the weather
is still humid and hot. Big tides and abundant water in
the area encourage rapid growth throughout the
natural landscape.

Wirralburu
At the start of May the cooler winds begin to come off
the desert and dew forms at night, marking the
beginning of the winter.

Barrgana
In June the beginning of the dry season is discernible
with a drop in temperature, starry nights and blue
skies. The average daily high temperature is 30 degrees
Celsius. 

Wirlburu
The days start to warm up in September and the nights
are still cool. A mist begins to form over the ocean and
the area becomes dry and thirsty.

Laja
The build up of the wet begins in October in
anticipation of the rain. The humidity begins to build
and the days heat up.

SIX SEASONS OF YAWURU
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The town of Broome is situated on the end of a
peninsula, surrounded by ocean. White sandy beaches
are framed on one side by blue ocean waters and on
the other by red pindan soils, providing a stunning
backdrop for recreational, cultural and tourist
activities.

Broome is situated within the Shire of Broome, which
covers 56,000km² and has 900km of coastline. 

It is 2,240km by road north of Perth and 1,870km
west of Darwin. It is 1,280km south of Indonesia
and 3,000km south of Singapore. 

Broome shares its time zone with approximately      
 1.5 billion people, including those in China, the
Philippines, Singapore and Indonesia. 
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A future for everyone.

To develop a sustainable and inclusive economy where
everyone can participate. 

It is founded in a deep respect for Broome's community,
culture and environment. 
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People Place Prosperity

Triple bottom line approach to development: 

Yawuru approach:

Mabu
Ngarrungunil

Mabu 
Buru 

Mabu
Liyan 

Healthy 
Community Healthy Country Healthy Liyan

NOTE: Liyan is the feeling that Aboriginal people hold inside themselves,
particularly when they feel 'connected to their country and culture'.
Thus, good Liyan comes from their connection to country, their
ancestors and way of life. 

VISION
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EDUCATION

Broome is a unique and multi-faceted research,
education and training hub in the heart of the
Kimberley region. Broome is home to the University of
Notre Dame (including the Nulungu Research
Institute), and the North Regional TAFE. The TAFE
offers extensive facilities including an aquaculture
centre, training restaurant and trades workshop.
Broome has five primary schools and two high
schools.

Broome Recreation & Aquatic Centre (BRAC) boasts a
25m swimming pool, a children's leisure lagoon with
zero depth entry, indoor stadium, two squash courts,
eight tennis courts, four outdoor netball/basketball
courts, two multi-use sporting fields and a skate
park.

Broome residents also enjoy access to several fully
equipped private gyms and fitness centres, pilates,
yoga, naturopaths, acupuncture massage and more.

WELLNESS
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Exper ience Broome Time
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The Kimberley is an iconic holiday destination. Broome’s unique natural environment
provides a strong basis for tourism with coastal cruises, 4WD adventures, authentic
Indigenous cultural experiences, and regional events.  

The Kimberley is renowned for the pristine environment and immense, diverse landscape
of majestic rivers and floodplains, ancient cave systems, spectacular gorges and
thundering waterfalls along with world-class beaches and rugged island archipelagos. 

It is home to 17 vast marine and terrestrial national parks, including several RAMSAR
listed wetlands, the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Purnululu National Park, Mitchell River
National Park, Geikie, and Windjana Gorge National Parks, Horizontal Falls in the
Buccaneer Archipelago and the internationally acclaimed Cable Beach. 

Broome has the capability to accept and service cruise ships and in 2023,           
 73 cruise ships and expedition vehicles are scheduled to visit. 

TOURISM

Sect o r
STRENGTHS
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TOURISM SNAPSHOT

756 
Tourism businesses 

2,144
FTE Jobs

(Directly Supported by Broome's
visitor economy)

$942m 
Gross Value Added 

(1.9% of region's total GVA) 

$1,039m 
Gross Regional Product 

(2.0% of region's total GRP) 

269,000
Visitors 

(Resulting in 1.9 million visitor
nights annually)

$191m 
Visitor Spend

(In Broome annually) 

63%
Of Visitors come for

holiday or leisure

Established national and
international tourism

brand

 $206.767M
Output

(6.4% of total output)

TOWN BEACH 
NIGHT MARKETS 

 

Average 55 stalls (15 food)
Staircase Markets: 

6,000 - 10,000 patrons 
Thursday Night Markets: 

3,000 - 5,000 patrons 
(source: Broome Markets, June

2022) 

Source: Tourism Research Australia



Output /
 Total Sales:

 $35.764 million 

Number 
Employed: 

159

Output /
 Total Sales:

 $222.8 million 

Broome has a rich diversity of arts and cultural
offerings including dance, music, weaving and painting,
offered by both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.
Successful national and international cultural exports
from Broome include film, drama, dance, comedy, art
and music.   

Potential growth opportunities in the arts and culture
sector are numerous, and include a world-class
interpretive/cultural centre such as the proposed
Kimberley Centre for Arts, Culture and Story.   

CULTURE & ART

Health care and social assistance is a major sector for
Broome, with a range of medical services supported by
research and education institutions.   

Broome is home to Nulungu Research Institute at the
University of Notre Dame Australia, a centre of
Indigenous research excellence. 

Broome Health Campus opened in 2016 with an
expanded emergency department, acute psychiatric
unit and paediatric ward.  

The town has multiple health services available
including, doctors practices, physiotherapists, mental
health professionals, drug and alcohol supports.

Nyamba Buru Yawuru's $7.98 million Health &
Wellbeing Campus is currently under construction. 

HEALTH 
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Strong year-
round service
demand from
communities

across the
Kimberley 

NOTE: When Shinju full moon rises over Chinatown, it
becomes connected to Chinatown's entry statement
sculpture; "Fusion Interwoven Cultures" creating a
unique spectacle that only happens once a year. 

Number 
Employed: 

1,266



Broome is known for producing some of the finest
pearls in the world, and barramundi farming. 

Opportunity exists to cater to increased domestic and
global demand for protein and seafood produce. 

Number 
Employed: 

236

Output /
 Total Sales:

 $117.6 million 

AQUACULTURE

The Kimberley region’s mining and resources sector
exports iron ore, mineral sands, rare heavy earth
elements, gold and nickel. There is potential for
development of mineral sands, diamonds, rare earths,
lead, silver, zinc, and graphite. The sector is on the cusp
of significant development, with new and proposed
projects diversifying the extractive mining sector. 

There is also a significant LNG and other petroleum
production, with the Prelude FLNG facility producing
natural gas from an offshore field approximately 475km
north-north east of Broome. Prelude is a multi-decade
project which became operational in 2018, and the 120
off-shore crew fly in and out of Broome. Ungani, a
conventional oil field located in the Canning Basin, is
approximately 150km east of Broome. Production
commenced in July 2015 at the rate of 1,250 barrels oil
per day. 

The Kimberley is well place to capitalise on increased
global demand for energy, clean energy and rare
earths. 

MINING & RESOURCES 

Number 
Employed: 87

(FTE's)

Output /
 Total Sales:

 $220.3 million 
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CONSTRUCTION
The local construction industry has strengthened in
recent years with growth set to continue as a number of
land and industry projects come on stream.

In 2021/22 Shire of Broome had: 
503 building applications ($80.8 million value) and
97 development applications ($36.3 million value). 

Source: Shire of Broome    

Output / 
Total Sales: 

$440 million  

Total 
Employed: 

663

98% of
construction

businesses are
sole traders or 
 < 20 employees.

Source: REMPLAN Economy, Jobs & Business Insights 2022



Recent
INVESTMENTS

Broome Capital Works Program: 
 

2019/20: $24.3 million | 2020/21: $23.8 million | 2021/22: $18 million 

CHINATOWN REVITALISATION
PROJECT STAGES 1 & 2

 
The $29.3 million project refreshed Chinatown
and enriched it with culture, art and positive

energy.  

TOWN BEACH FORESHORE
REDEVELOPMENT  

The $17 million redevelopment of 
the jetty & groyne introduced

green space, an all-ages play space,
exercise equipment, an internal 

road and boat parking.  

18



TOWN BEACH ALL-
ACCESS FISHING JETTY 

 
$7.1 million construction of a
120m-long and 4m-wide jetty

extending from the newly
constructed rock groyne as part

of the successful Town Beach
Foreshore Redevelopment. 

BROOME RECREATION
AND AQUATIC CENTRE 

 
The BRAC renewal project

delivered improved facilities
for sport and activities and

vital support for youth
engagement. Stage 1 is fully

funded including a $2.7
million including a new state-

of-the-art skatepark. 

BROOME GOLF CLUB
 

Renovated clubhouse, new
restaurant and pro-shop taking

advantage of the unique
panoramic views of Roebuck Bay.

$5.1 million. 

JETTY TO JETTY TRAIL 
Reconstruction of the iconic
Streeter’s Jetty and development
of the Jetty to Jetty Trail
connecting the Roebuck Bay
Caravan Park and Town Beach
foreshore to Masto's Brewery.

BROOME - CAPE
LEVEQUE ROAD 

Sealing of the Broome - Cape
Leveque Road ($68.9 million)
improving safety and access to
communities and increased
opportunities in tourism,
agriculture, arts and small
business. 

TANAMI ROAD UPGRADE
$400 million upgrade connecting
Alice Springs to Western
Australia. Tanami Road is a key
freight route for the mining and
pastoral industries, services,
Indigenous communities, and is
an important access road for
tourists. 

McDANIEL ROAD
UPGRADE

 
A $4.3 million project adjunct to
the Kimberley Marine Offloading

Facility. 
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BROOME SURF LIFE
SAVING CLUB

REFURBISHMENT 
 

Modernizing the club’s
facilities and providing
function space on Cable

Beach, the $4 million 
project is fully funded

 and under construction.  
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Inve s tment  
PIPELINE

Projects in the pre-feasibility, feasibility or delivery stage spanning Minerals, Aquaculture and
Infrastructure. 

 CABLE BEACH FORESHORE
DEVELOPMENT   

 

$41 million investment in iconic Cable Beach. 
$11.1 million funding secured. 

SANCTUARY ROAD CARAVAN PARK,
KEY WORKER / OVER 55’S VILLAGE

 

Private sector investment of up to $64 million. 

REGIONAL RESOURCE RECOVERY
PARK (RRRP) 

 

$27.2 million project value. 
$12.9 million funding required. The RRRP will

drive significant improvements in waste
management practices and see strong

environmental outcomes. 

KIMBERLEY MARINE OFFLOADING
FACILITY 

$160 million private investment in a deep-water
floating wharf, along with  associated onshore
hardstand and terminal facilities.
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THUNDERBIRD MINERAL SANDS
PROJECT 

$493 million project with significant heavy
mineral sand deposit. 

 KIMBERLEY PORTS AUTHORITY  
 

$67 million land release / upgrade.

 BROOME BOATING FACILITY

$77 million project.
 $35 million committed. 

Improved recreation amenity for resident 
and tourist attraction. 

BARRAMUNDI GROUP 
 

Planning $245 million expansion 
21
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Globally significant,
extensive and diverse

mineral deposits with 19
different commodities 

Supportive and affordable
business environment 

Access to a highly-skilled
multicultural workforce 

Strategic connection 
through road, air, 

deep water ports and 
digital technology 

Large industry base with
significant strength in size 

and capacity 

Good availability of
competitively priced
development-ready 

industrial sites with flexible
purchase incentives available 

World-class education 
and training
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For more information: 

SHIRE OF BROOME 
27 Weld Street, Broome WA 6725

PO Box 44, Broome WA 6725
(08) 9191 3456

shire@broome.wa.gov.au 
 

www.broome.wa.gov.au 
 

BROOME CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
 & INDUSTRY INC.

Suite 7, Level 1, 15-17 Dampier Terrace,
Broome WA 6725

PO Box 1307, Broome WA 6725
(08) 9193 5553

administration@broomechamber.com.au 
 

www.broomechamber.com.au
 


