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Policy Objective  
 
To facilitate the exercising of horses on Cable Beach whilst maintaining public safety and 
amenity for all beach users. 

Policy 
 
The Shire of Broome is a horse-friendly local government. Horses may be exercised with 
due caution within the designated areas. This policy applies to the area known as Cable 
Beach and is defined as the area of beach between Gantheaume Point and the estuary at 
Coconut Well.  
 

Conditions 
 
Gantheaume Point 
 
The following conditions will apply to horses on Cable Beach foreshore north of the rocks at 
Gantheaume Point: 
 
a) Racehorses are only permitted on Cable Beach at Gantheaume Point from the 1 May 

until 31 August.  
b) Horse access to the Gantheaume Point beach shall be by either horse float or, if 

ridden or lead, by the Horses Only Access Track; 
c) Persons in control of a horse being ridden or led to the Gantheaume Point beach 

area shall ensure that the horse crosses over Gantheaume Point Road at the signed 
Horses Only Access Track.  

d) Horses using the access track are not permitted to use the track at more than a 
walking pace; 

e) Horses are only permitted within the 2 km Approved Horse Area;  
f) Once on the beach, horses are to proceed to the Approved Horse Exercise Area by 

either – (1) being led or walked for the first 500m of the beach foreshore north of the 
rocks as close as practical to the high-water mark or (2) being led or walked from the 
Horses Only Access Track directly into the water and thence by swimming or 
walking; 

g) Horses may only be exercised by trotting or cantering within the Approved Horse 
Exercise Area;  

h) Horses can be galloped within the Approved Horse Exercise Area only between the 
hours of 5:30am and 10am; 

i) Horses may only be exercised by swimming or walking in the Horse Swimming Area; 
j) Any person riding or walking a horse must always have the horse under effective 

control and maintain a safe distance between the horse and any pedestrians, 
bathers, vehicles and boats of at least 6 metres and the person in control of a horse 
must give right of way to pedestrians, bathers, vehicles and persons launching boats; 
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k) Any person liable for the control of a horse shall ensure that all excreta is removed 
from the beach foreshore area and from any public land traversed. 
 

Gantheaume Point Horse Transit Area Map 
 

 
 

Gantheaume Point Horse Exercise Area Map 
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Cable Beach Reserve to Coconut Well 
 
The following conditions will apply to horses on Cable Beach foreshore north of the rocks 
from Cable Beach Reserve to Coconut Well: 
 
a) Horses can only be exercised within the beach foreshore area defined as that land 

which lies between the high-water mark and the low water-mark of the Indian Ocean 
or in the sea adjacent to the low water mark; 

b) Horses can only access Cable Beach north of the rocks via the access/egress point 
at Cable Beach Reserve or from the access/egress point at Coconut Well; 

c) Horses must be led or walked on the first 300m of the beach foreshore north of the 
rocks as close as possible to the high-water mark; 

d) Horses are permitted to walk, trot, canter, gallop or swim on Cable Beach with the 
exception that horses can only be galloped on the beach foreshore between 5am 
and 10am; 

e) A horse may not be galloped within 50 metres of another person unless that person 
is associated with the person galloping the horse; 

f) Any person riding or walking a horse must always have the horse under effective 
control and maintain a safe distance between the horse and any pedestrians, 
bathers, vehicles and boats of at least 6 metres and the person in control of a horse 
must give right of way to pedestrians, bathers, vehicles and persons launching boats; 

g) Racehorses are not permitted on Cable Beach between 2km north of the rocks at 
Gantheaume Point to Coconut Well; 

h) Any person liable for the control of a horse shall ensure that all excreta are removed 
from the beach foreshore area and from any public land traversed. 

 
Definitions 
 
‘Approved Horse Exercise Area’ means the area of beach at Gantheaume Point between 
the high-water mark and low-water mark situated between the 500 metre sign and the northern 
boundary of the 2 km Approved Horse Area. 
 
‘Horses Only Access Track’ means the track between Gantheaume Point Road and the 
beach foreshore area that is signposted “Horses Only” 
 
‘500 Metre Sign’ means the advisory sign situated on the edge of the sand dunes 500 metres 
north of the Gantheaume Point beach vehicle access road. 
 
‘Horse Swimming Area’ means the area of sea adjacent to the beach at Gantheaume Point 
situated within the 2 km Approved Horse Area. 
 
‘Approval’ means the prescribed Application for Approval to Walk, Lead, Ride, Herd or Drive 
a Large Animal on Local Government Property and on Public Places issued pursuant to Local 
Government Property and Public Places Local Law 2016 Clause 3.2(g). 
 
 

Document Control Box 

Document Responsibilities: 

Owner: Director Development Services Owner Business Unit: Development Services 

Reviewer: 
Manager Health, Emergency and 
Rangers 

Decision Maker: Council  

Compliance Requirements: 
Legislation: Local Government Act 1995  

Industry:  

http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_act/lga1995182/


 

Pg 4 
Changes to this document can only be made by the document owner. The electronic version on the internet is the controlled version.  

Printed copies are considered uncontrolled and should be verified as current version. 

Organisational: Shire of Broome Property and Public Places Local Law 2016 

Document Management: 

Risk Rating: Low 
Review 
Frequency: 

4 Yearly Next Due: 12/2026 

Version # Decision Reference: Synopsis: 

1.  9 December 2005 Initial Adoption 

2.  12 December 2019 Review and converted to new Policy Template 

3.  2 December 2020 Review. No changes other than inclusion of maps. 

4.  7 December 2021 Review, updated logo and correction to local law reference 

5.  27 April 2023 Council Policy Review - Minute No. C/0423/011 

6.  10 October 2023 Desktop reviewed and minor edits 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


